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This pamphlet offers some  infor-
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Frequently asked questions  

Will my child miss out on ACT curriculum 
requirements?  

No. Our written and taught curriculum is 
scoped with the ACT essential learning 
achievements and related content. The PYP 
curriculum framework is designed to incor-
porate national and state curriculum require-
ments around the world.  

What does this mean for my child’s learning 
in literacy and numeracy? 

 We continue to have daily literacy and nu-
meracy blocks  with a focus on the develop-
ment of essential skills, knowledge and un-
derstandings in both these areas. Literacy 
and numeracy learning is enhanced and im-
proved through additional, relevant and 
meaningful exposure in the program of in-
quiry. It is also enhanced by the use of in-
quiry strategies. e.g. the First Steps spelling 
journal system.  

Will my child be taught traditional subjects 
in the PYP? 

Yes. The PYP programme of inquiry is based 
on a scope and sequence of skills and under-
standings in the major curricular areas of lan-
guage, mathematics, social sciences, science, 
technology, the Arts, health and physical ed-
ucation. The transdisciplinary nature of the 
program helps your child to make authentic 
connections in their learning, related to the 
real world.  



“The aim of all IB programmes is to devel-

op internationally minded people who, rec-

ognizing their common humanity and 

shared guardianship of the  planet, help to 

create a better and more peaceful world“.  

The IB has identified ten attributes that 

they believe are characteristic of interna-

tionally minded, life long  learners. At 

North Ainslie we strive to develop and 

model these attributes in all areas of the 

curriculum.  

The IB Learner Profile attributes are: 

Inquirer 

Knowledgeable 

Thinker 

Communicator 

Principled 

Open-minded 

Caring 

Risk-takers 

Balanced 

Reflective  

T h e  L e a r n e r  P r o f i l e  

The Primary Years Programme advocates an   
inquiry based approach to teaching and 
learning across all areas of the curriculum.  

The inquiry approach  is constructivist: stu-
dents are offered  learning experiences 
which encourage them to connect  existing 
knowledge and understandings to new 
learning in order to shape new understand-
ings. 

What does inquiry look like in the classroom, 
both in the environment and the curricu-
lum? 

 Immersion in authentic experiences 

 Relevant, meaningful, significant  

 Inspiring, engaging and challenging  

 Exploring, wondering, questioning (the 
teacher and the student) 

 Experimenting 

 Discussion, collaboration  

 Reflection 

 Researching and finding answers 

 Problem solving 

 Predicting; making and testing theories 

 Connections are made between disci-
plines  

 The teacher becomes the “guide on 
the side, not the sage on the stage” 

Teaching teams  carefully plan and evaluate 
PYP units of inquiry using the key questions: 

What is our purpose? 

What do we want to learn? 

How might we know what we have learned? 

How best might we learn? 

What resources need to be gathered? 

To what extend did we achieve our purpose? 

To what extend did we include the elements 
of PYP? 

What student-initiated inquiries arose from 
the learning? 

The units must include these 5 essential         
elements : 

Knowledge                Concepts 

Skills                            Attitudes   

Action 

 

 

The Essential 5 Elements  Inquiry 


